
GR SJO
Great Route of São Jorge
Difficulty: Hard  Extension: 41,5 km  Time Average: 12:00h  Category: Linear

The Great Route of São Jorge crosses roughly half the Island, going in a straight 
line from the eastern tip of the Island, at Topo, to the Fajã dos Cubres, on the 
north coast, and is approximately 42,5 km long.

This trail alternates between the plateau on the interior of Island, where the 
volcanic cones which formed the island were born, and the high cliffs, parts of 
which collapsed and formed small flat areas at sea level called “fajãs”, which 
are so characteristic of the landscape of São Jorge and have been classified 
as a UNESCO Biosphere Reserve. When possible, take advantage of the various 
bathing areas near the trail. You can also stop in the little towns or villages to 
buy supplies for your walk and to regain your energy.

This great trail is divided into two stages, approximately 26,5 km and 15 km 
long, respectively. The first stage connects Topo and the Fajã dos Vimes, on 
the south coast, while the second stage links the Fajã dos Vimes and the (...) 
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cuidado, ornamentado com cravos, palmas e por vezes com o contributo de Azorina vidalii que cresce de

This trail alternates between the plateau on the interior of Island, where the volcanic cones which formed 
the island were born, and the high cliffs, parts of which collapsed and formed small flat areas at sea level 
called “fajãs”, which are so characteristic of the landscape of São Jorge and have been classified as a UNESCO 
Biosphere Reserve. When possible, take advantage of the various bathing areas near the trail. You can also 
stop in the little towns or villages to buy supplies for your walk and to regain your energy.

This great trail is divided into two stages, approximately 26,5 km and 15 km long, respectively. The first 
stage connects Topo and the Fajã dos Vimes, on the south coast, while the second stage links the Fajã dos 
Vimes and the Fajã dos Cubres, crossing the Serra do Topo range of hills and going through the famous Fajã 
de Santo Cristo, known for its unique species of clam, as well as its religious character and its stunningly 
beautiful landscapes.

As this huge trail involves significant differences in altitude, you should plan the route in accordance with 
your degree of fitness, interest and availability. There are suitable places where you can sleep overnight 
between stages (Rural tourism accommodation), as it is forbidden to camp in the wild.
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The Great Route of São Jorge crosses roughly half the Island, going in a 
straight line from the eastern tip of the Island, at Topo, to the Fajã dos 
Cubres, on the north coast, and is approximately 42,5 km long.

This trail alternates between the plateau on the interior of Island, 
where the volcanic cones which formed the island were born, and the 
high cliffs, parts of which collapsed and formed small flat areas at sea 
level called “fajãs”, which are so characteristic of the landscape of São 
Jorge and have been classified as a UNESCO Biosphere Reserve. When 
possible, take advantage of the various bathing areas near the trail. 
You can also stop in the little towns or villages to buy supplies for your 
walk and to regain your energy.

This great trail is divided into two stages, approximately 26,5 km and 
15 km long, respectively. The first stage connects Topo and the Fajã 
dos Vimes, on the south coast, while the second stage links the Fajã 
dos Vimes and the Fajã dos Cubres, crossing the Serra do Topo range 
of hills and going through the famous Fajã de Santo Cristo, known for 
its unique species of clam, as well as its religious character and its stun-
ningly beautiful landscapes.

As this huge trail involves significant differences in altitude, you should 
plan the route in accordance with your degree of fitness, interest and 
availability. There are suitable places where you can sleep overnight 
between stages (Rural tourism accommodation), as it is forbidden to 
camp in the wild.
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